Uterine incisional necrosis complicating cesarean section.
To establish the clinical features of patients with necrosis of the uterine incision after cesarean delivery because of the paucity of modern reports in the literature. Over a 4-year period, the records of 6 patients with this complication were reviewed. Three patients presented within 48-72 hours of delivery with clinical features very similar to those of bowel perforation. One patient had fascial dehiscence on day 5 after delivery. Two cases presented 2 and 6 weeks after delivery with postpartum hemorrhage without peritoneal findings. Diagnosis was not made prior to surgery in any case. All patients recovered after hysterectomy. While the major risks with this uncommon but important complication are serious infectious morbidity and mortality, in our patients these risks were avoided but at the cost of hysterectomy in a group of young women of low parity. More data in the future might establish a basis for rational management, possibly including conservative surgery in selected cases.